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IGS 57th Annual Scientific Meeting 

Spires Conference Centre, Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. 25th/26th September 2009 

Our colleagues in Northern Ireland hosted the 

meeting this year and there was a good 
attendance from both sides of the border. The 
Willie Bermingham Memorial Lecture was 
delivered by Prof. Suresh Rattan of University of 

Aarhus in Denmark. His talk was titled “Ageing – 
from Molecular Biology to Hormesis”. 

A number of keynote speakers represented 
Northern Ireland. These included Dr Maeve Rea 
from Queen’s University who spoke informatively 
on “Beyond 90, Nature or Nurture” and Prof 

Suzanne McDonough from the University of 
Ulster who posed the question, “Does 

Acupuncture Relieve Musculoskeletal Pain?” 
 

 

Dr Maeve Rea of Queen’s University, Belfast 

As the IGS continues to grow, this year also 
saw the performance of a Strategic Review, which 
set out strategic objectives and initiatives. These 
included advancing its role as the united 
multidisciplinary authority and voice of ageing 

and related subjects, developing membership 
activities and re-organising the structure and 
resources of the organisation. 

As usual the Gala Dinner was one of the 
highlights, with a friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere. There was the opportunity to meet 

with others and catch up at the bar afterwards. 

Finally the Annual General Meeting took 

place as usual at the close of the Saturday 
session. Items on the agenda for discussion 
included the Strategic Review, developing links 
with other societies, reviewing the finances of 
the Society and plans for the coming year 
including the summer seminar and the 
EUGMS meeting (which will replace the IGS 
Annual meeting for 2010). 

 

Dr Joseph Browne, 1st Prize Poster winner 

(
 

IGS Oral prizewinners 2009 
1st Prize 

End of Life Care Documentation in Care Homes: A Meta-Analysis. 

Una Molloy, Eileen Rossiter, Mary Carney, Mary Flanagan, Ciaran 

Donegan, Dermot Power, Regina Mc Quillan, Margaret Cashman, Patricia 

Walsh, Kevin Connaire. St Francis Hospice, Dublin 

2nd Prize  

Effect of STOPP/START criteria on the quality of prescribing for 

older patients: a randomized controlled trial.  

P Gallagher, M O’Connor, D O’Mahony Department of Geriatric 

Medicine, Cork University Hospital, Wilton, Cork, Ireland.  

3rd Prize  

N-Terminal Pro-B-Type Natriuretic Peptide as a Marker of all-cause 

Mortality in an Elderly Population 

Olivia  Mc Devitt, Jacqui Clare, Henry Mc Kinney, Ken Mulpeter, Jose 

Miranda. Letterkenny General Hospital, Co. Donegal, Ireland  

 

Poster Prizewinners 2009  
1st  Prize 

Investigating Bone Quality in Patients with Hip Fracture Using Newer 

Bioengineering Techniques  

Joseph G Browne, Tariq Mesallati, Claire Picard, Katie Reeve-Arnold, 

Peter O Reilly, Jackie Daly, Miriam C Casey, JB Walsh, David Taylor 

St James Hospital 

2nd Prize  

A case for weight based prescribing? 

Susan Byrne, Choon Chan, Siobhan Kennelly, Conal Cunningham, Davis 

Coakley  St. James Hospital, Dublin 8, Ireland 

Highly Commended 

Decision making tools for housing design for the aged population 

Nicholas C. Humes, Karim Hadjri  Queen's University, N Ireland 


